
IG: @kreatank  |  www.website.com

My First Logo was simply something I made for my old eSports Team 
«Surpass». Back in Black Ops 2 (2013) we were always practicing and looking 
for a 4th teammate to dominate with. Usually while we were looking for 
people to practice with I would mess around with my PlayerCard and create 
some dope stuff.

One day I took it upon myself to create our Teams Logo. I sketched 
something really quick and simple. I wanted the Letter Mark to be edgy and 
in the shape of a circle, as those are my favorite shapes for LetterMarks. 
Also I knew it had to be very simple so it could be recreated within the 
Playercard system and seen at a very small scale (like the Black Ops 2 Logo 
for example). So I sketched it up and then recreated it in game and everyone 
loved it.

DANIEL BODEA

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
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As designers, we’re constantly growing 
and challenging ourselves. Design is 
always about moving forward with 
fresh new ideas, but we often forget 

how much our skills change throughout the 
years. For many, looking back at our early work 
can be quite embarrassing, so we tend to shy 
away, burying it deep within the chasms of a 
hard drive never to be seen again.

When I first got into design, my work was far 
from perfect. I was often disheartened when I 
saw beautiful graphic designs online because 
I never thought I could reach that level of 
professionalism. I used to get frustrated with 
my designs, and I wanted instant gratification.

What I didn’t know was that the designers I 
idolised put in the hard yards to get where 

they are today. I soon realised that the only 
way to get better was to keep designing, 
so I did. I spent every waking minute on 
Photoshop and Illustrator. Becoming better 
at designing – or any craft – is just like 
going to the gym; you need to consistently 
challenge a muscle for it to grow.

I wanted to create a book where professional 
logo designers reflect on their first logo 
or oldest logo on file. Whether you’re an 
emerging or established designer, it’s 
important to remember that everyone 
starts from humble beginnings. This book 
serves as a reminder that the design 
process is a contant journey of evolution. 

“The only thing that’s holding you back is the 
way you’re thinking”

- JONATHAN RUDOLPH,
FOUNDER OF LOGOINSPIRATIONS

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
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IG: @dasedesigns  |  dasedesigns.com

This Spartan logo was my attempt at creating a sports logo. After practising 
and studying the basics of icons and lettermarks, I came across these sport-
styled logos. They were a lot more illustrative and organic than other styles, 
which really spoke to me. I fell in love with drawing and illustrating when I 
was younger, and the style was similar to where I wanted to take my art. 

While searching through the eSports teams on Twitter, I came across 
a few designers who were creating and selling them to gaming teams. I 
figured I’d attempt that style with an edgy, dark Spartan logo and try to sell 
it to an eSports team. As you can see, it was very amaetur, which is why no 
one bought it.

After two years of studying sports logos, practising and learning more 
about my own creative process, I have a far better understanding for 
sports logos.

DERRICK STRATTON

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/dasedesigns/
http://dasedesigns.com/
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TW: @davidairey  |  davidairey.co.uk

This logo was designed in 2008 for the Fidelity Hearing Center in the US. 
The company’s tag line was ‘Quality you can hear’, so I decided to create 
a symbol that merged speakers and an ear, which seemed like an obvious 
and relevant fit. The client was quick to accept it. Looking back after 10 
years, I see that I’ve learned a lot about design, but I still think the symbol 
was spot on.

DAVID AIREY

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://twitter.com/DavidAirey
https://www.davidairey.co.uk/
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VON GLITSCHKA IG: @vglitschka  |  glitschkastudios.com

I think I created this logo in 1993. A friend named Steve Payne had bought 
vending machines and placed them around the city he lived in. He named 
the company Payneless Vending. At the time, I was rocking freehand not 
Illustrator, and since he didn’t have a lot of money, we print his cards using 
a different spot colour on a nice uncoated stock each time.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/vglitschka/
http://www.glitschkastudios.com/
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IG: @howesdesignservice  |  howesdesignservice.com

My first logo was designed for my dad’s remodelling business in 2010. The 
name, Howes Design Service, comes from the name of my dad’s business. He 
firmly believed in building excellence and maintained a keen attention to 
detail – several qualities that are keystones in my business today.

There is a lot in this logo that can be found in my current work; it’s 
simple, colourful, graphic, and uses negative space to tell a story. It’s not 
great by any means, but it was a great start. This logo and the business it 
represented influenced me to take Howes Design Service as far as it is today. 
Thanks, Dad.

BENJAMIN HOWES

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/howesdesignservice/
https://howesdesignservice.com/
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MIA ISABELL AUSTLI IG: @miaaustli  |  conversionartists.com

I made this logo for a company that gives deaf people an opportunity to 
travel and swim with sharks. Not everyone loves sharks, so I wanted to 
create a logo that would make the sharks look friendly and entice people 
to try the experience. The geometric form is representative of the fact that 
everyone has their own experience with sharks; it’s up to each individual to 
‘shape’ it!

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/miaaustli/
http://conversionartists.com/
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IG: @shmartstudio  |  shmartstudio.com

I designed my first logo for an interior design company called ‘Meet me 
in Paris’. It’s one of the simplest logos I’ve ever created. As an illustration-
based designer, I used to think that everything in logo designing should 
be plain. My idea for the logo was to build something unique for the 
company. Normally, when Paris is the subject matter, the Eiffel Tower is 
the first thing that comes to mind. However, I wanted to opt for simething 
different. I created a stylised ‘P’ which represents the spot where the 
company was located: an intersection of the street and the roundabout. 
Everyone loved that idea and I was lucky to get such a good reaction to my 
first piece of work.

EREN GURBUZ

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/shmartstudio/
http://www.shmartstudio.com/
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SEAN FOX IG: @sfox  |  seanfox.design

This was the earliest attempt I could find of one of my logos – if you can call 
image tracing a billboard sign and slapping some text together a logo. It was 
created for a t-shirt brand that a friend and I wanted to start at the ripe old 
age of 20. Needless to say, it never got off the ground. Ah, youthful passion 
and ignorance.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/sfox/
http://seanfox.design/
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IG: @sean_maclean  |  facebook.com/seanmacleancreative

The first logo I designed outside of school was for a local musician’s EP: 
Speed Kills Turtles by Brad Stella. It was my naive attempt to become the 
next David Carson. Step one: download a free grungy font. Step two: draw 
a sketchy turtle. Step three: become David Carson. Easy, right? Since then, 
you can still spot Brad Stella stickers on a few guitar cases at open mics from 
time to time. It was my first logo and the beginning of my slow and steady 
realisation that only David Carson can be David Carson.

SEAN MACLEAN

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/sean_maclean/
https://www.facebook.com/seanmacleancreative/
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MARCUS RENTSCH IG: @marcus_rentsch  |  mrentsch.com

I attempted my first personal logo back in 2013. Over the years, I kept 
changing it because I was never fully satisfied with the result. Looking at it 
now gives me a headache; from the spaces to the line width, everything is 
uneven. It’s a mess. That said, as a designer, it’s very important to review 
your work so you can reflect and become better.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/marcus_rentsch/
http://www.mrentsch.com/
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IG: @tako_chabukiani  |  dribbble.com/pragmatika

My first logo was designed for a British band. The brief was to combine an 
image of a skeleton of a flamingo with the eye of The Terminator. The end 
result looks more like an illustration rather than a logo. It wasn’t that bad, 
but I never got paid for the job.

TAKO CHABUKIANI

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/tako_chabukiani/
https://dribbble.com/pragmatika
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JAMES MARTIN IG: @made.by.james  |  baby-giant.co.uk

The Baby Giant Design Co was my first solo project. It was the first time 
I was let loose with no boundaries and no brief, as it was for my own 
company. Over the years, I’ve tidied up the logo, as my eye for detail 
back then was shocking. Overall, I still feel it’s as strong as the original 
version. This logo was the realisation of my sketching style and to this 
day, I still design logos in my sketchbook. Although Baby Giant Design Co 
has developed over the years, it’s still a part of our journey and is used 
throughout our materials and merchandise.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/made.by.james/?hl=en
http://www.baby-giant.co.uk/
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IG: @mistershot_designs  |  dribbble.com/mistershot

This is the first logo I created for my last graffitti crew in 2006. The word 
‘acme’ is derived from the ancient Greek word, ακμή, which is a synonym 
for the word edge. Our crew had 12 members, which is represented by the 
12 edges of the cube.

FILIPPOS PENTE

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/mistershot_designs/
https://dribbble.com/Mistershot
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IG: @lisajacobsdesign  |  dribbble.com/lisajacobsdesign

This logo was created for an assignment I had when I was at university. It 
was meant for the school’s racing team competing in the student races. I 
tried to give the illusion of speed with a shift in the letters, instead of using 
italics. At the time, I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do with my creativity, but 
this project made me realise that I wanted to get into branding.

LISA JACOBS

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/lisajacobsdesign/
https://dribbble.com/lisajacobsdesign
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JEROEN VAN EERDEN IG: @jeroenvaneerden  |  jeroenvaneerden.nl

When I first started working as a graphic designer, I wanted to create artistic 
designs. This was one of the first logos I created for a client and although it 
went unused, I still like it as it reflects the designs in my current portfolio. 

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/jeroenvaneerden/
http://www.jeroenvaneerden.nl/
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IG: @staysrayponyboy  |  staygrayponyboy.com

My first official logo was created during my last year of university. It was 
a project for my personal branding, which is so silly when I think about 
it now. Naming my ‘design company’ after something I really liked – 
mountain design – and force-fitting some letter forms into a shape is almost 
cringeworthy, but it was a necessary step, I suppose. 

It does appear to be a natural first step to where I’ve evolved to today: 
designing mostly type-based logos. While the illustrator work back then was 
in need of polishing, it set the course for the type of identities I build today. 
We’ve all got to start somewhere.

MATT DAWSON

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/StayGrayPonyboy/
http://www.staygrayponyboy.com/
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YURY ORLOV IG: @graphicmaniac  |  behance.net/callmeoriginal

The first logo I ever created was purely for me to practise and improve my 
skills. The logo was created in Adobe Illustrator and then imported into 
Photoshop where I added the textures and shadow effects. I can’t remember 
exactly how long it took to complete, but it was a couple of hours. 

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/graphicmaniac/?hl=en
https://www.behance.net/callmeoriginal
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BRANDON NICKERSON IG: @bmnicks  |  bnicks.com

I created my first logo during my first year of college. Our assignment was 
to create an identity for a paper company and we had to come up with 
the name and everything. I spent all night thinking about a name and 
eventually I looked down and there it was: a piece of paper with a simple 
fold on the top. Without any thought, I wrote down the name ‘Fold’ and took 
it from there.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/bmnicks/?hl=en
http://bnicks.com/
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AMY BRIDGEFORTH IG: @cloverandcrow  |  www.cloverandcrow.com

When I designed this logo for Black Pearl Press, a screen printing company, 
I was just starting out in the industry. I had just started at a creative agency 
and was asked to build a brand and a website for the client. I hardly knew 
anything about Illustrator and it took me more than two weeks to draw the 
concept. When I look back on it now it makes me proud, because most of my 
early work makes me cringe (like most other designers I know!)

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/cloverandcrow/?hl=en
https://www.cloverandcrow.com/
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SONIA YIM IG: @soniaydesigns  |  soniaydesigns.com

My first logo was created for a residential interior designer, who was 
looking for something soft and feminine with a personal touch. The 
designer wanted a mindful look, so I set out to create something that 
showed furniture as the focal point, with leafy surroundings; a sort of zen-
like look.

Now, looking back, I feel like I could have made it slightly better but I still 
like the soft feeling it portrays. It was my first logo but still one of my favourites.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/soniaydesigns/
https://www.soniaydesigns.com/
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ALEKSANDAR MITIĆ IG: @alexmyth_design  |  behance.net/alexmyth

I don’t know if this was my first logo, but it’s definitely something I 
made in the beginning of my design journey. This logo was designed 
for an organisation that provides in-home rehabilitation services and 
lymphedema management to individuals at any stage of cancer. It’s a 
simple monogram made from initial letters, as the client didn’t want 
something common or overused. Although the design didn’t turn out so 
well, I was proud of myself. 

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/alexmyth_design/
https://www.behance.net/alexmyth
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NAI SHEN LOOI IG: @looi_studio

The first logo I created was back in 2001 for a hair salon called Heaven & 
Hell Hair Salon. During the process, it took me quite a while to get into the 
right form. The ‘H’ was selected as the shape of logo to reflect the business 
name. I utilised the empty spaces of the ‘H’ to fit through the idea of reverse 
king card with the angel and devil icons. To relate it to hairdressing, I 
adjusted the logo to have the effect of trimmed hair. Everyone was happy 
with the outcome. After so many years, it’s nice to look back on the creation 
and how far I’ve come. I hope I can always thrive with the passion I had for 
design when I first started.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/looi_studio/
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IG: @milovanovic90  |  behance.net/Milos_Milovanovic

This is one of the first logos I created for myself while I was in university. 
It was during this time that I first realised my interest in logo designing. As 
a beginner in the logo design world, I needed to create a name or an image 
for myself. I had an idea for launch designs, since it represented my favorite 
tool: a pencil. I am a huge fan of illustration and drawing so I chose to have a 
flying pencil rocket logo. 

As a starter, I wanted to represent myself as newly ‘launched’ in the design 
world, so I wanted to play with words. It’s still one of my favourite designs and 
nowadays, I still use my surname in the shape of my own signature.

MILOŠ MILOVANOVIĆ

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/milovanovic90/
https://www.behance.net/Milos_Milovanovic
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IG: @aditya_chhatrala  |  aditya-chhatrala.dribbble.com

I created my first logo back in 2013, when I had started my career as a logo 
designer. I always loved negative space in art and I wanted to implement 
that style in my designs. For this logo, I tried to create a camera icon in the 
negative space and ‘fontcy’ word. The client liked the logo and he quickly 
locked in the final version. Since designing this logo, the negative space 
technique has become my signature style.

ADITYA CHHATRALA

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/aditya_chhatrala/
http://aditya-chhatrala.dribbble.com/
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ELMAHDI EDDARQAOUI IG: @elmahdieddarqaoui  |  behance.net/eddarqaoui

This was is my first official vector logo. When I decided that I wanted to 
specialise in logo design, it occurred to me to design a personal logo for 
myself. During this time, I lacked inspiration and expertise and it didn’t 
occur to me to focus on a particular style, so I designed a logo that featured 
my initials, crafted in an appealing shape.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/elmahdieddarqaoui/
https://www.behance.net/eddarqaoui


logoinspirations.co

32 | My First Logo @logoinspirations

KAKHA KAKHADZE IG: @kakhadzen  |  dribbble.com/kakhadzen

I made this logo about 5 years ago for fun and because I love yoga. The 
Georgian Yoga Federation later bought it and still use it today. I created 
it using Adobe Illustrator, the logo is a combination of the yoga pose and 
hearts. I still like the symbol but I would definitely make some refinements.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/kakhadzen/?hl=en
https://dribbble.com/Kakhadzen
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SHIBU PG IG: @shibupg  |  behance.net/shibupg

Nine years ago, I first designed and submitted a logo for an online logo 
contest. It was for a new business related to creative educational services. 
At the time, I had limited tools and knowledge in design, so this logo made 
me feel like I was Paul Rand [a well-known American graphic designer]. 
Now, it’s interesting to look at and cracks me up laughing.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/shibupg/
https://www.behance.net/shibupg
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BEN STAFFORD IG: @benstafford86  |  benillustrated.com

My first logo was created for Grace Presbyterian Church around 2008. 
You learn a lot in 10 years, as my process, pricing and mindset have all 
improved significantly. Are there parts to this that still work? Sure. Could it 
be better? Absolutely. Looking back on this design helps me know where I 
came from and where I am now. I’m thankful for the improvement and for 
pushing myself to be better.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
http://instagram.com/benstafford86
http://www.benillustrated.com/
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ROY SMITH IG: @roysmithlogo  |  roysmith.dribbble.com

Jet is the first logo I remember designing back in the ‘80s when I was a 
second year graphic design student at university in the UK. It was created 
for a visual identity project for Jet Petroleum, which is now a subsidiary of 
the American energy company, Phillips 66.

This abstract and modular upper case approach was by far my strongest 
concept, having experimented with various other ideas such as a fuel nozzle 
in the shape of a ‘J’. The fiery red, orange and yellow palette on a black 
background was a no-brainer. I thoroughly enjoyed applying this logo to 
petrol forecourts, tanker trucks, uniforms and stationery and I believe this 
logo was the catalyst for my passion for identity design.

Three decades on, I think the minimalistic approach holds up quite well 
and is a style I still use. 

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/roysmithlogo/
http://roysmith.dribbble.com/
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RUBÉN FERLO IG: @rubenferlodotcom  |  rubenferlo.com

The first logo I designed was for Next Surfboards. At the time, I didn’t 
dedicate myself professionally to the world of design. After spending time on 
Facebook, I came across a contest where designers were asked to create the 
logo for the brand and whose prize was a surfboard. Although I didn’t surf, 
I like surfboards so I wanted that prize. Lots of proposals were submitted to 
the contest but in the end, I won!

I have always liked monograms (many of my logos are based on the 
concept of playing with letters) and I was very satisfied to combine all the 
letters of the word ‘NEXT’. I was really happy with the result and from 
that moment I started to get into this world that I am now in, because even 
though I’m an industrial engineer, I’m finally doing what I really like: 
creating brands.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/rubenferlodotcom/
https://rubenferlo.com/


logoinspirations.co

@logoinspirations My First Logo | 37

IG: @nateperrydesign  |  nateperrydesign.com

I designed this logo when I was in my second year of design school. 
The inspiration was taken from a class I took in high school about land 
conservation and animal husbandry. The final for this class was to 
taxidermy a squirrel. Let’s just say my squirrel didn’t come out so well, thus 
this squirrel logo was born.

NATE PERRY

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/nateperrydesign/
https://www.nateperrydesign.com/


logoinspirations.co

38 | My First Logo @logoinspirations

IG: @maria_groenlund  |  behance.net/mariagroenlund

This is one of the first logos I ever made in 2008 for a company called Intend. 
The three women who owned the company were discussing the logo for a 
long time and it was then I discovered how important a logo is to a company. 
They decided to each start their own company because talking about the 
logo made them realise they didn’t want the same things. The final logo is 
inspired by Picasso’s line drawings, which I’m very fond of. 

MARIA GRØNLUND

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/maria_groenlund/
https://www.behance.net/MariaGroenlund
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LUCAS FIELDS IG: @_lucasfields  |  lucasfields.net

Back in 2014, I made a logo for my mum who is a photographer, as she 
needed a logo for her business called P3 Photografia. I decided to create 
the logo myself, since I was studying graphic design at the time. I had no 
experience and obviously it’s not a great logo, but I’m happy that I didn’t 
use any crazy gradients or shadows. My mum loved it.

She’s a portrait photographer and 90 per cent of her clients are women, 
so black wasn’t the right colour choice. When I understood more about logo 
design, I redesigned her entire brand identity and now it’s more delicate 
and appropriate for her target audience.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/_lucasfields/
https://www.lucasfields.net/
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JACOB CASS IG: @justcreative  |  justcreative.com

To find my first logo, I went back to the workbook from my first ever 
graphic design class. I was 15 at the time and the logo was designed for a 
fictional watch company called ‘Time Flies Watch Co.’ My solution seems to 
be some sort of flying watch, with an attempt at using negative space.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/justcreative/?hl=en
http://justcreative.com/
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IG: @erkaeva  |  erkaeva.com

This logo was made for a computer store in 2008. I didn’t have much 
experience, but when my father asked to help his friend with a logotype, I 
thought I’d give it a try. Everyone was happy with the result and the clients 
used the emblem for quite a long time.

ALEXA ERKAEVA

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/erkaeva/?hl=en
http://erkaeva.com/
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DAMIAN KIDD IG: @damian_kidd  |  damiankidd.co.uk

I designed this logo for a competition held by Icon magazine. The task was 
to design a new logo for IconEye, its web portal. My logo didn’t win but I was 
invited to London to exhibit the work with nine other designers. Creating 
this logo was where my love of logo design started.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/damian_kidd/?hl=en
http://damiankidd.co.uk/
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ALEX PUNNERUD IG: @alexpunnerud  |  dribbble.com/alexpunnerud

My first logo was for a school project which was called ‘Jazz i sikte’. This 
was back in 2016, when I first started studying graphic design. I remember 
having lots of sketches and digital drafts all over the place. Looking back at 
it now, it was all a big mess.

I spent weeks working on a single logo and was so happy with how it 
turned out. I thought that the logo would fit perfectly for the project but I 
didn’t think about all the little details and the research that goes into a great 
logo. The kerning was all off, the font didn’t really fit with the concept, and 
how would this logo adapt to other surfaces? In the end, it was still a really 
fun project and it made me realise a little bit more about what I liked to do 
in graphic design.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/alexpunnerud/?hl=en
https://dribbble.com/alexpunnerud
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DJORDJE DJORDJEVIC IG: @zmasterdesigns  |  zmasterdesigns.com

My journey as a graphic designer started when I used to play the game 
Minecraft. I used to do YouTube banners, avatars and thumbnails, so I 
wasn’t that experienced in logo designing. I needed something that would 
make me stand out from others, so I gave it a try and created my first logo 
with my initial ‘Z’ as the starting letter of my gaming nickname, ‘ZMaster’. 
I needed something simple and cool that would stand out and that I could 
use as a watermark, profile picture, etc.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/zmasterdesigns/?hl=en
http://zmasterdesigns.com/
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FRANCESCO DANILO DI LEVA IG: @dileva.design  |  dribbble.com/danilo94

Most ideas start from a passion and I had two: graphic design and Disney 
movies. My first logo was made to celebrate the beautiful character, Belle, 
from the movie Beauty and the Beast. I watched the movie three times in a 
row to find inspiration.

One day, I took it upon myself to create this logo. I sketched something 
quick and simple, but with a different approach. This logo uses the 
negative space to create the figure in a very minimalistic way. Negative 
space interacts with the brain in a way regular designs can’t. I think that 
a negative logo really sets itself apart from the monotony of a regular, 
predictable design.

The face and the dress are stylised and the softness of the curves lends 
itself to the design. It appears to be flowing and elegant, representing the 
moments of dancing from the movie.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/dileva.design/?hl=en
https://dribbble.com/danilo94
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MIKHAILO POLIVANOV IG: @shadowindesign  |  behance.net/polivanov

I made this logo when I was 17. At the time, I was working in a print shop 
and I decided to make a logo for them. Now, I think it’s the worst idea to use 
CMYK colors in a print shop logo.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/shadowindesign/?hl=en
https://www.behance.net/polivanov
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MELINDA LIVSEY IG: @melindalivsey  |  marksandmaker.com

I remember first designing logos back in school. Typography was what 
initially made me fall in love with graphic design, so I used parts of 
letterforms to make my first logo. I used a lowercase ‘a’ and a full stop to 
make a man’s hair and eyes. Unfortunately, I don’t recall what the prompt or 
the brief was.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/melindalivsey/?hl=en
https://www.marksandmaker.com/
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SEAN HEISLER IG: @sean_heisler  |  seanheislerdesign.com

This was the first logo I created for a university project way back in 
1995. It was a branding project for a fictitious chemical manufacturer I 
named Definitive Chemical. I envisioned that the company manufactured 
commercial cleaning solutions and the project entailed all aspects of 
branding including identity, packaging, apparel, stationery and printed 
materials. I remember really enjoying the project and was quite pleased 
with the logo. It was one of my first uses of Futura, a font I still like today. 
This logo was created in Illustrator back in the day when my production 
skills hadn’t fully developed, therefore, please don’t zoom in close on the 
artwork. If you do, zoom in at your own risk.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/sean_heisler/?hl=en
http://seanheislerdesign.com/
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SAMADARA GINIGE IG: @samadarag  |  samadaraginige.com

I started my career as a web designer and a developer. A few years later, 
I started working as a full-time freelancer, developing websites for clients 
from around the world. I was developing a website for a temporary fencing 
company in Australia and they asked me to design their logo. At that time, I 
wasn’t familiar with logo designing and I had to teach myself about the logo 
design process and techniques.

I wanted the design to be simple and friendly, so I added a graphic to 
represent temporary fencing while using a friendly typeface. After a few 
sketches, I designed and presented three concepts to the client. He liked one 
of them and he’s still using it.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/samadarag/?hl=en
http://samadaraginige.com/
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MARK ROBERTS IG: @the.markroberts  |  markwilliamroberts.com

The first time I ever opened Illustrator was for my first freelance job. I 
don’t remember how I offered to design a logo, especially in software I had 
never used before, but I did. It was for an IT business a friend of mine was 
starting up. I was only 16 years old at the time but my cousin, Ben, showed 
me the magical wonders of graphic design and I got super obsessed. 

I started by creating an ethernet port and since I didn’t even know 
what pathfinder was, I made it using clipping masks. For the typography, 
I remember using Century Gothic because it was the only Geometric Sans 
Serif installed on my computer at that time. I only ended up making $10, 
but because of that job I quickly fell in love with designing and pursued a 
career in it.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/the_markroberts/?hl=en
http://markwilliamroberts.com/
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KAREEM MAGDI IG: @kareemmagdi  |  kareemmagdi.com

My first logo was made for my friend’s dental clinic. He wanted a friendly, 
happy tooth as the main logo. Back then, I didn’t have a specific style and 
I went more with my free-hand drawing. Although this logo design is the 
complete opposite of my style now, I’m happy to share how I started.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/kareemmagdi/?hl=en
http://kareemmagdi.com/
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LUKE HARRISON IG: @begoodstudio  |  begoodstudio.dribbble.com

This was one of the first branding projects I created. The purpose 
of the logo was to form part of an overall identity for a collective of 
photographers, artists and writers, who were adventure minded, as cliché 
as that is. I wanted the logo to reference the Americana graphic language 
of adventure and outdoor travel badges, with a hand-made, organic feel. At 
the time, I was happy with how it turned out. 

As awkward as it makes me feel reviewing it now, I appreciate it. It 
functions as a reminder of how my priorities and interests have helped 
develop my style and vision, while staying true to the things I love that 
drive my creative process.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/begoodstudio/?hl=en
http://begoodstudio.dribbble.com/
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IG: @exprimart  |  dribbble.com/nrox

I made my first logo back in 2012, just when I’d started to explore logo 
design. The client wanted a minimal, abstract and recognisable symbol 
to define his online presence and to be used as a signature in all of his 
activities. The brief was to make a monogram based on the letters A and 
M, which was perfect for me. He was a music lover and wanted a symbol 
similar to what his favourite artists Aphex Twin and Nine Inch Nails had 
as their logo. This offered me a lot of freedom to sketch for ideas and this 
monogram turned out to be our favourite.

ROXANA NICULESCU

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/exprimart/?hl=en
https://dribbble.com/nrox
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JACOB HAM IG: @jacobdanielham  |  jacobham.uk

Streamer Market was one of the very first corporate-based projects I worked 
on back in 2016. At the time, I was only 17, so it was a massive project for 
me to take on, but it was something I couldn’t turn down. The main part of 
this project was to create an identity for a brand themed around selling pre-
made templates to streamers on either Twitch or YouTube.

The purpose of the brand was reflected within the logo, using the 
initials to create a letter mark with the outline resembling both a shopping 
cart and a gun, thus representing the majority of their customers being FPS-
based streamers. 

This project allowed me to get the motivation to really push myself 
and work with a different level of clientele. The best feeling is scrolling on 
Twitter and seeing it still in use.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/jacobdanielham/?hl=en
http://jacobham.uk/
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PAUL STANCEL IG: @paulstancel  |  paulstancel.com

This was my first commercially designed logo for a company that sells beach 
cruisers. The idea behind this logo was to incorporate the elements from the 
South Carolina flag, namely a moon and a palm tree. When I look back at 
this logotype, I can spot many mistakes and things that I would have done 
differently now. However, I’m still happy with this logo.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/paulstancel/?hl=en
http://www.paulstancel.com/
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JACEK JANICZAK IG: @jacek_janiczak  |  jacekjaniczak.com

I designed my first logo in 2008. It was created for small village called 
Bobolice in Poland. The prize for winning the contest was just a handshake 
from the mayor of the town.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/jacek_janiczak/
https://www.behance.net/Janiczak
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TREY INGRAM IG: @treyingram03  |  treyingram.myportfolio.com

I created this logo when I was straight out of college in 2005.  It was for 
a nice guy who was starting a project called The Healing Hug. When I 
look back at it, I see some glaringly obvious things that need changes and 
refinement, but overall, I still believe it was a solid concept. Rediscovering 
this logo has been a great exercise because it has reminded me how much I 
have grown in all these years.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/treyingram03/
https://treyingram.myportfolio.com/
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VINCENT PAGE IG: @vincentpage_  |  dribbble.com/vincentpage_

The first logo I designed was for a friend’s ski crew in British Columbia, 
Canada. He knew I was just getting into graphic design, so he reached out 
and asked if I could throw something together for them.

They wanted the logo mainly for patches to go on their ski jackets, so I 
wanted to work with some thick lines and basic geometric shapes. I wanted 
the logo to carry a sense of continuity as well, kind of making your eyes ski 
along the lines. It was lots of fun working on it and it really motivated me 
when I’d see the stickers around the ski hill.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/vincentpage_/
https://dribbble.com/vincentpage_
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IG: @pugnk_is_dead  |  coreyreifinger.com

My first logo that I recall designing was to celebrate Mountain Dew’s 65th 
anniversary. At the time, I had just finished university and was working at 
a creative agency. Luckily, Mountain Dew were pretty open to exploring the 
weird, colourful and wilder ends of the design spectrum. They embraced 
their goofy southern hillbilly, moonshine-inspired past. I provided several 
options, but ultimately they landed on this emblem. It ended up being 
printed for a limited run on glass bottles sold exclusively in Tennessee. 
Shortly after I designed it, some friends and I were taking a bathroom break 
at a petrol station  and I came across it in the flesh. It was a really cool and 
strange moment to see my work printed for the first time.

COREY REIFINGER

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/pugnk_is_dead/
http://coreyreifinger.com/
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DANIEL WHITE IG: @foreverdansky  |  youtube.com/foreverdansky

My first logo was designed for a university project where we were tasked 
with branding ourselves. It was the first logo I’d ever created that needed 
to go beyond simply picking a font. It had to visually reflect part of what 
makes me unique as an individual. For me, this was reflected in my hair 
and my love of hairstyles in general. I drew everything from scratch, 
including the letters, using the various tools that were available in Adobe 
Illustrator at the time.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/foreverdansky/
https://www.youtube.com/ForeverDansky
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SAVA STOJSAVLJEVIC IG: @savastoic  |  dribbble.com/savastoic

At the beginning of my career, I was just a good drawer and didn’t have any 
knowledge of logo design or even vector drawing. My first step was entering 
different contests on websites and I learned through experience and 
thousands of failed attempts. This was my first entry.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/savastoic/
https://dribbble.com/SavaStoic
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IG: @davidhuynh__  |  blackboardtypography.weebly.com

I have to apologise to all lettering artists who will see this logo. My first logo 
was designed for a hardware store in 2016, back when I cared far too much 
about quantity over quality. That definitely shows with this piece; there are 
so many errors that just looking at this logo screams ‘beginner’. I was so 
focused on getting the job done quickly and moving on to the next client that 
I forgot to put real thought into it.

I first felt a sense of accomplishment for only putting one day’s effort 
into the logo. I thought I couldn’t have done a better job. Shortly after, I 
realised that mindset got me fewer and fewer clients. By the end of 2016 to 
2017, I had experienced a huge shift. Keeping that first client in the back of 
my mind helped me grow not only as a designer, but as an entrepreneur.

I have learned so many things in the past two years. Though I still have a 
lot of growing and learning to do, I’ll never forget the lessons that I learned 
in designing my first logo.

DAVID HUYNH

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/davidhuynh__/
https://blackboardtypography.weebly.com/


logoinspirations.co

@logoinspirations My First Logo | 63

IG: @logopetar  |  shalamanov.com

I created my first logo back in 2006 for a high school project. It was part of a 
marketing course where I was part of a team of four people and we had to 
invent a new product and design a logo for it.

After the rest of the team came up with the product and its name, a 
multifunction pen called ‘Astrion’, it was my turn to design the logo. I did 
a few sketches on a piece of paper and created a letter ‘A’ that look like 
a star and a signature. The team members chose this version and it was 
created in vector. Surprisingly, our product and logo design were awarded 
as the winner.

PETAR SHALAMANOV

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/logopetar/
http://www.shalamanov.com/
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CARLOS FERNANDEZ IG: @fernandezstudio  |  fernandezstudio.com

The first logo I can find is my freelance studio logo, designed in 1996. Back 
then, I ran a business called Design Engine, hence the gear ‘e’. This was 
during a time when you could use a gear visual and still be cool.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/fernandezstudio/
http://www.fernandezstudio.com/
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JOSH BAUGH IG: @jajbaugh  |  behance.net/jajbaugh

The first logo I created using Adobe Illustrator was for a family friend in 
need of a design for their financial advisory firm, named Neonate. The name 
was derived from the term ‘rebirth’ or ‘new-born’, which related to the 
slogan previously used which was, ‘Helping you get back on track.’

Back in 2014 when I first designed the logo, I had full control over the 
design as long as it involved the letter ‘N’. I briefly remember staying up all 
night, sketching designs for the logo and stumbled upon what I considered 
to be a gem. I thought that adding the shape that cuts through the ‘N’ would 
mimic a rotated dollar sign shape. 

The logo was to be featured on business cards, mouse pads and 
computer desktops but unfortunately, it was never used. I feel it was a 
pleasing outcome, for my first attempt at Illustrator. I still like to look back 
on it and see how far I have come as a designer.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/jajbaugh/
https://www.behance.net/jajbaugh
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CONNOR FOWLER  IG: @cfowlerdesign  |  connorfowler.com

This logo was created in late 2011. I was 16 years old at the time and I 
had been using Adobe Illustrator for less than a month. The design was 
used for my old band called ‘Fools and Scissors’. I started using Illustrator 
because I wanted to make album covers and t-shirt designs for my band 
and had overheard some design students talking about the software. I was 
immediately hooked and spent every lunch break in the library teaching 
myself the software to try and get better. This experience of trial and error 
definitely set me on the career path that would ultimately get me to where I 
am today. This design brings back so many memories, both good and bad.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/cfowlerdesign/
https://www.connorfowler.com/
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IG: @vaneltia_design  |  dribbble.com/vaneltia

My first logo was created around 2010. It’s a wordmark logo for a 
community who wanted to emphasise the spiritual and religious nature of 
their members.

ALFREY DAVILLA

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/vaneltia_design/
https://dribbble.com/vaneltia
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JORDAN WILSON IG: @jordanwdesigns  |  jordanwilsondesigns.com

This little logo is what started my career. The amount of blood, sweat 
and tears that went into designing this thing still bring about some 
stress. Spending hours on YouTube watching how-to videos and trying to 
understand what ‘expanding an object’ or ‘minus front’ meant was rough. 
That said, it’s possibly the most important logo I’ve ever done. It taught me 
the fundamentals of Adobe Illustrator, paved the way to landing my first 
paid job, and gave me a newfound passion in graphic design. This is the 
first time it’s been out of its dusty old save folder in nearly a decade and it’s 
certainly the first time it’s being shared. Fly free, old friend.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/jordanwdesigns/
http://www.jordanwilsondesigns.com/
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IVAN BOBROV IG: @bigoodis  |  dribbble.com/bigoodis

I designed this logo for a language school in 2007 after Googling logo design 
competitions. It was made in CorelDraw and there were a huge number of 
mistakes in the final files. I had never used CD before, but the client was 
later updated with the correct files. I still can’t believe it’s possible to find 
something this way.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/bigoodis/
https://dribbble.com/bigoodis
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DANIEL BODEA IG: @kreatank  |  kreatank.com

Just like many other designers, I started my career with logo contests. This 
logo was made for a contest where the client requested a logo illustrating 
two hands held up high. At the time, it looked like two stylised hands but 
now I see more than that, which is actually not so good. I’m sure you can see 
the following things in the logo: leaves, a close-up to lady parts and a bat or a 
bird. You see what I mean.

I actually won the contest so this was my first official logo. If you’re a 
beginner, don’t be harsh on yourself if you start off doing crappy logos. Just 
take a look at my first attempt and you’ll feel much better.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/kreatank/
http://kreatank.com/


logoinspirations.co

@logoinspirations My First Logo | 71

ARON LEAH IG: @fried_cactus_designco  |  behance.net/arongleah45b2

The first logo I designed was for a friend who owns a mountain bike shop 
called The Woods Cyclery. I’d been working in design for a while, mainly 
doing graphics for clothing brands, so I’d never actually designed a logo for 
anyone. My friend showed an interest in my work, so I offered to design 
something for him. At first, he was dubious about the subject matter and 
thought it would be difficult to make a cool logo. I thought otherwise and 
saw potential to create something that would not only be cool, but help him 
sell some clothing. I think it’s important to get to know the person you’re 
designing for. I like to start with the initial conversation and then sketch out 
some ideas. Now, I’m hooked on logo design! It amazes me that you can get 
such a strong message across from the simplest of designs.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/fried_cactus_designco/
https://www.behance.net/arongleah45b2
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NINA BUDIĆ IG: @aninndesign  |  behance.net/ninabudic7c79

This is the first logo I designed back in 2009, for a company called BlueLeaf, 
which create products to help its investors manage their portfolios. The 
client wanted the logo to be easy to read, to work as a favicon and a banner 
application and to have a subtle leaf reference.

At the time, it was a big deal for me. I was dabbling with a lot of things, 
struggling to find a clear direction and suddenly there was someone willing 
to pay for my design. It opened the door to the graphic design world for me. 
That was a long time ago and I had to dig deep to find this logo, but looking 
for it I was pleasantly surprised that it’s still in use.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/aninndesign/
https://www.behance.net/ninabudic7c79
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IG: @geniuslogo  |  geniuslogo.com

My very first logo was made for an Australian company called Timemark, 
which makes custom applications for various industries. I designed the logo 
in 2004 at the request of my good friend and programmer who worked for 
the company. At the time, I was studying law but I decided to dedicate myself 
to the graphic design. The logo represents  a ‘digital’ cube and I’m proud that 
it’s still cool and attractive.

MILOŠ RADOJEVIĆ

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/geniuslogo/
http://geniuslogo.blogspot.com.au/
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ERIC WARNING IG: @ericwarning  |  ericwarning.com

My first logo was assigned to me as a project in my introduction to graphic 
design class at university. The basis of the project was to create a logo 
incorporating a clock, while keeping in mind the basic rules of designing a 
successful logo.

I’ve always been interested in restaurant identities, so I thought creating 
a logo for a fictional dessert and wine bar was the best route to take. If you 
can look past the poorly finessed handlebars, questionable typography and 
unimaginative play on words, I think the idea was there. I’m happy to say it 
was a success, considering where I was in my career. I think this logo is the 
perfect example that practise makes perfect. Stay creative and stay hungry. 
The work never stops.

  

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
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http://www.ericwarning.com/
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CHRIS GREY IG: @chrisgrey___  |  chrisgrey.co

In 2010, I needed a logo for my garden design business. I’ve always liked 
doing things on my own and knew some basic design principles which is 
why I decided to design the logo myself. The idea for the logomark was to 
combine an ‘a’ and a ‘g’ in a way that would suggest a modern, circular 
garden layout. In the wordmark, I used the Caviar Dreams typeface and 
modified the ‘a’ to get a version that fitted into the concept.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/chrisgrey___/
https://www.chrisgrey.co/
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JAKUB KUIK IG: @jakubkuik  |  behance.net/jkuik

I made my first logo for a student team project when I was studying 
programming at university in 2008. My colleagues pointed out that since I was 
the only one who could name more than five colours, I should be the project 
designer. Fun fact: this was also my first encounter with Adobe Photoshop.

This logo was designed for an app that builds maps and finds routes. 
The concept and name came from the Minotaur, the mythological creature 
that lived in a labirynth. I made a lettermark that resembled a floor map of 
a building with red dot over the ‘i’ as a target. This project actually ignited 
my interest in design and was the starting point of my career.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/jakubkuik/
https://www.behance.net/jkuik
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IG: @mylito04  |  mylesmendoza.com

I designed my first logo for a skateboard company I started. At the time, I 
was pretty into skating and so were most of my friends. I decided to call 
the brand Black Tentacle Skateboards. The overall theme was nautical 
illustrations of an octopus, and I would actually design, cut and shape the 
boards myself. There wasn’t any deep meaning behind the logo itself, other 
than being a lockup containing a ‘B’ and ‘T’ together, which was a pain 
to figure out. Despite having no experience, creating this logo was pretty 
exciting when I thought of all the possibilities that it could be used for.

MYLES MENDOZA

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/mylito04/
http://mylesmendoza.com/
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DIEGO MESSORI IG: @diego.messori  |  dribbble.com/diego_messori

I designed my first logo in 2017. I wanted to experiment with creating an 
alphabet with animals. I wanted to keep it simple for branding purposes 
which was quite challenging, as I was used to going into more detail with 
illustrations. I liked the final result and I had a chance to simplify my designs.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/diego.messori/
https://dribbble.com/diego_messori
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JEROEN BROERSMA IG: @ontwerpr  |  dribbble.com/jeroenbroersma

I designed my first logo around 2014, when I had just started studying 
design at university. I’d always loved logos, especially the ones created 
for big brands around the world. I wanted to improve my skills, so I often 
invented concepts of my own by putting two random words together and 
then designing a logo. The logo for ‘Coffee Chat’ was my first concept and I 
created many versions before deciding on the final. It’s one of my favourite 
logos that I’ve ever created. I like its implicity and powerful symbolism.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/ontwerpr/
https://dribbble.com/jeroenbroersma
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MARK FARRIS IG: @markfarrisdesign  |  markfarrisdesign.com

My first logo was designed in 2012 for an organisation called ERAP, which is 
a Christian group that travels to China to teach English. I wanted to use an 
‘e’ as the primary mark but I also wanted it to have some subtle Christian 
imagery in it as well. Along with the ‘e’ you might be able to see an abstract 
cross or even a ‘Jesus fish’ which is commonly associated with the Christian 
faith. Looking back, this logo could definitely use some work, but I still think 
the concept is strong.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/markfarrisdesign/
http://markfarrisdesign.com/
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JONATHAN ORTIZ IG: @joins.dg  |  behance.net/joins

For my first logo I combined the initials of my first and last name, which are 
J and O. I drew inspiration from the golden ratio and the result was very 
shadowy, although I’ve always liked the degradation and the volume.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/joins.dg/
https://www.behance.net/Joins
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STEPHEN DOULAS IG: @stephendoulas  |  stephendoulas.com

My first logo was designed for my best friend who was an aspiring musician. 
The logo reads ‘ZN’ to represent his initials. This was a huge milestone for 
me because I’d never been asked to do freelance work, and at the time, I 
wasn’t entirely focused on my graphic design career. I loved the final result 
and I think it’s still being used as his personal logo on SoundCloud. Although 
my friend offered me $5 for it, I respectfully declined. I was just happy to 
help him bring his vision to life. 

This experience jump-started my career as a graphic designer. I was 
able to gain valuable knowledge and help others achieve their goals through 
freelance work.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/stephendoulas/
https://www.stephendoulas.com/
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NADIR BALCIKLI IG: @logorado  |  logorado.com

I designed this logo around 2008 for a website that sells pre-made logos. 
It was quickly purchased, although I don’t know which company is now 
using it.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/logorado/
https://www.logorado.com/
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PRATIK PATIL IG: @pratik.patils2011  |  shellspace.in

The first logo I ever designed was for a company called JBS Glassi. The first 
thing that came to mind was transparency, so I wanted the logo to appear 
the same from both sides. I drew on my creative inspiration and started 
sketching concepts. Looking back on it, it’s still very close to my heart.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/pratik.patils2011/
http://shellspace.in/
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IG: @whiskeyandbranding  |  whiskeyandbranding.com

I created my first logo in 2001, when I landed my first graphic design job at 
an agency in Miami. The first project I was tasked with was to create a logo 
for a new luxury high-rise building project that was due for completion 
in six months’ time. I was in a panic. I had no logo design experience and 
everyone in the studio was busy with other projects. I probably went 
through 15 designs and a few rounds of changes before the client was 
finally happy. It made me hate logo design and I vowed to avoid logo work 
as much as I could. It’s ironic to think about it now because I love creating 
logos and it’s one of the main reasons people hire me. It just goes to show, 
never say never.

PETER BACALLAO

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/whiskeyandbranding/
http://www.whiskeyandbranding.com/
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DAN FLEMING IG: @danflemingdesign  |  danflemingdesign.com

I created this logo in 2011 for a music production company called Windsor 
Road Music, which was my first paid freelance project. This logomark 
combines a tree, a road and a subtle musical note.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/danflemingdesign/
http://www.danflemingdesign.com/
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SRDJAN VIDAKOVIC IG: @widakkdesign  |  behance.net/widakk

Back in 2012, I had no experience in graphic design and I had just started 
playing around in a program called Inkscape. A friend told me I should 
try to participate in the contests on 99design and this was my first entry. 
Needless to say, I won the contest and my career in logo designing began.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/widakkdesign/
https://www.behance.net/Widakk
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JAKE DAMON IG: @jakewdamon  |  jakedamon.com

I created my own logo because I wanted to get into freelance art and I loved 
the idea of having my own identity. I also wanted some business cards, so I 
got out my iPad Pro and drew up some concepts. After some bubbly letters, 
some negative space shading and a guy with an eye patch, a logo was born. 
Since then, I’ve moved on to a new logo, but the eye patch still maintains a 
strong influence.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/jakewdamon/
https://www.jakedamon.com/
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IG: @steveraboin  |  steveraboin.myportfolio.com

This logo was designed in 2008 for my buddy’s carpentry business. 
Carpentry is a field full of folks that are great at their job, but it’s also full of 
hacks. The goal for this logo was to create something that helped my friend 
look legitimate, young and fresh. We wanted the logo to look different than 
the typical carpenter or tradesman’s logo. Looking at the logo now, I see 
some things I’d do differently, but I don’t think it’s terrible.

STEVE RABOIN

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/steveraboin/
https://steveraboin.myportfolio.com/
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JOSÉ DE WAL IG: @josedewal  |  josedewal.nl

To be honest, I’m not sure if this was my very first logo, but it was definitely 
one of the first. It was a simple monogram, and although I hate to look at my 
early work, I remember that I spent hours on it.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
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http://www.josedewal.nl/


logoinspirations.co

@logoinspirations My First Logo | 91

BRANDON TRIOLA IG: @brandontriola  |  brandontriola.com

In 2010, I had just started my design business and my friend had just started 
his own business in tech. He needed a logo and since I was the only creative 
person he knew, he gave me the job. My skills were nowhere near as refined 
as they are today, but I did my best and he loved what I came up with. I’m 
very grateful for those projects I took on early in my career because they 
were great practise. 

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/brandontriola/
http://brandontriola.com/
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DANIEL SEONG IG: @deeseong  |  dseong.com

This is the first logo I ever designed back in 2009, when I was still in high 
school. It was for our marching band, and since our mascot was a Spartan, I 
drew inspiration from the movie 300. Everyone has to start somewhere.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/deeseong/
http://dseong.com/
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KENDRICK KIDD IG: @kendrickkidd  |  kendrickkidd.com

In 2001 I had my first job at a creative agency. One of our clients was 
eBusiness Insights, so I decided to make a monogram that screamed ‘tech’ 
(eye roll). Even though the hierarchy is wonky, I remember being excited 
that I was able to fit the E, B and I into a single mark.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/kendrickkidd/
http://www.kendrickkidd.com/
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NATHANIEL DODSON IG: @tutvid  |  youtube.com/user/tutvid

In 2006 I started tinkering with graphic design and attempted my first logo 
for my portfolio. I created a fake company and I fell into the trendy rut 
where everything had a gradient, a shine or a drop shadow. 

At the time, I thought it was cool and a worthy addition to my portfolio, 
but as my design aesthetic advanced this logo quickly got the boot and hasn’t 
seen the light of day – until now.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/tutvid/
https://www.youtube.com/tutvid
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MARIAM TEVZADZE IG: @mariam___tevzadze

This is the first logo I created during my time studying at an art academy. 
We were tasked with creating the branding for a company of our choosing. 
I picked a fast-food restaurant, and since I was a lover of the cosmos, I 
called it ‘Cosmo’. I wanted my restaurant to have a galaxy-style look with 
young customers, so I wanted to create something that was colourful, 
positive and fun. As you can see, I designed a combination of two shapes 
which were a burger and a planet. When I look at this logo now, I see 
plenty of mistakes, but I still love it. The project was interesting and I really 
enjoyed working on it.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/mariam___tevzadze/
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RAYMOND MANTILLA IG: @berryboring  |  dribbble.com/raymondcmantilla

I designed this logo as part of a project for my thesis at university. It was the 
first logo that I was proud of. During the time where smart watches were 
becoming more popular, the concept was to make a watch brand that brings 
back the simplicity of telling the time.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
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BRIAN WIENS IG: @wienzworld  |  dribbble.com/wienzworld

This was the first logo project I worked on while I was studying at university. 
It was then that I developed my love for corporate identities. The project 
required me to work really hard, knowing that I had a real client. Even 
though I designed this in 2007, I still see it used today and I’m so glad I 
worked hard on it.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/wienzworld/
https://dribbble.com/wienzworld
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IG: @singaraja_design  |  behance.net/singaraja

I created this logo back in the 2014 when I was starting my design career. 
The concept was for a wine company so I thought of combining a monogram 
of the letter ‘E’ and a corkscrew. It is simple, unique and captured what the 
company does.

RIZAL SINGARAJA

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/singaraja_design/
https://www.behance.net/singaraja
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IG: @ampersandrew  |  ampersandrew.com

I designed this logo for a company that sold cardboard boxes. I used the font 
Myriad Pro, which is the default in Adobe Illustrator, and it was the only font 
I explored for this project. I still keep this logo in my portfolio to remember 
what comes from small beginnings.

ANDREW SMITH

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/ampersandrew/
http://ampersandrew.com/
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SATRIYO NITI ATMOJO IG: @satriyoatmojo  |  satriyoatmojo.com

This was the first logo I designed back in 2008. It was for Lima Jay 
Engineering, a supplier of industrial metals and machine parts in Indonesia. 
One of the company representatives asked me to design a logo that depicted 
the business. I wasn’t paid very much and I was only given a few hours 
to design it. I initially thought of designing a gear, since it’s a part of the 
machine, but I had trouble designing letters to make them look good in gear 
circles. I designed a few options and they finally decided on this one.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/satriyoatmojo/
http://satriyoatmojo.com/
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IG: @logoholik  |  logoholik.com

My first paying gig was creating a logo and visual identity for a shop 
called Zogozizd. Back in 1996, I thought this concept was decent and 
worth presenting. Looking back on it now, I see way too many elements: 
cliché check marks, thin outlines and lettering, awful typesetting, 
unnecessary red triangles, lousy shadows and pale yellow against a 
white background that was problematic for the contrast. Balance wise, it 
was OK. Over the years, I managed to persuade the owner to change the 
company name and redo the indentity.

BOJAN STEFANOVIC

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/logoholik/
https://www.logoholik.com
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REBEKAH RHODEN IG: @rebekahrhoden  |  rebekahrhoden.com

I designed this logo during my first year of university. I had just learned 
how to use Adobe Illustrator, so I felt highly qualified to jump straight into 
my freelance design career. The logo was for an extreme sports start-up, 
and I designed it for a friend in exchange for using him as a model in one 
of my school projects. My idea was to create a D and E monogram that 
also looked like a skateboard halfpipe. I’ll leave you to decide whether or 
not that worked. The logo ended up being printed on a few t-shirts, but 
ultimately, the brand was a flop and doesn’t exist today. We’ve all got to start 
somewhere, right?

https://logoinspirations.co/
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IG: @vectorbynikola  |  behance.net/matosevic

I made this logo back in 2013. At that time, I hadn’t heard about Behance 
or Dribbble and I think that’s obvious. For logo inspiration, I used 
crowdsourcing websites and found a wealth management company that was 
seeking a vortex-inspired logo, so I thought I’d give it a go. I spent an entire 
day trying to figure out how to make a hexagon in Illustrator and how to set 
the gradients. At the time, I had no design research, no sketching, no logo 
exploration and I only created one version. Today, I can reflect back and 
wonder how much I’ve learned since then.

NIKOLA MATOŠEVIĆ

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/vectorbynikola/
https://www.behance.net/matosevic
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SIMON C IG: @mr.simc  |  behance.net/simc

The first logo that I have ever created was for myself back in 2002. Since I 
was learning to animate, I challenged myself to create something that would 
be interesting and easy to handle, so I created this character using five 
identical shapes. It sounds funny now, but I struggled so much trying to get 
it right. It was fun and a great learning experience.

https://logoinspirations.co/
https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/mr.simc/
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IG: @mattmart02  |  matthieumartigny.fr

I created this concept in 2008, during my first year studying design. The 
concept was to create our personal logo mark and I was pretty happy with it.

MARTIGNY MATTHIEU

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/mattmart02/
https://www.matthieumartigny.fr/
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PATRICK CARTER IG: @63visual  |  63visual.com

This is not the first logo I ever created, but it is the oldest one I can 
remember. As with many new designers, the first logos we work on while 
cutting our teeth in the industry are ones for our friends and family. This 
one was for my uncle’s surf forecasting and reporting business called 911 
Surf Report. It was created back in the mid-2000s and I still remember 
putting it together in a sloppy manner. While there are different ways I 
would have approached it now, it still seems to hold up, is still in use, and 
my uncle’s fans and customers still like it.

https://logoinspirations.co/
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SAM AYLARD IG: @the5am

I created my first logo in half an hour. It was for a friend who wanted 
something to use on his SoundCloud account. He wanted a drum and 
some bass, and he wanted something bold and chunky. I quickly mocked 
something up and he said it was exactly what he had in mind. I then went 
away, tweaked, tidied and created some variations, but this was one of the 
best. It makes me laugh now because I know it could have been so much 
better, but it shows just how much I’ve improved since then.

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/the5am/
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HOYT HAFFELDER IG: @hoythaff  |  haffelderstudios.com

This logo was created during my first brand identity class in my 
communication design class at university. My professor, Jeff Davis, taught 
us that great design is rooted in a great concept. This was also the first logo 
accepted into Logolounge Volume 4. That sealed the deal and I fell in love 
with logos.

https://logoinspirations.co/
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IG: @courtrightdesign  |  courtrightdesign.com

The first logo I created was for a tech startup called Inv Jabre. It’s safe 
to say that I was hugely inexperienced at the time and I remember how 
ecstatic I was to earn $50 for a logo. The word ‘jabre’ refers to someone 
who is honest, inventive, full of inspiration and a leader with a cause. 
I had a severely narrow-minded approach to logo design at the time 
and I didn’t do the proper research and exploration that the brand 
deserved. Instead, I designed something that I thought looked good and 
incorporated the ‘i’ and ‘j’. 

Even though my first logo was an embarrassing attempt at identifying 
a business, it’s encouraging to see where I started. This shows just how 
important it is to stay hungry and driven as we improve our design process, 
learn from other designers and level-up our creative craft.

KYLE COURTRIGHT
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IG: @sethrichardsondesign  |  sethrichardsondesign.com

Soon after I graduated from university, I reconnected with a good friend 
and pastor from my hometown. He was starting a cool ministry to help kids 
and families in our community with any needs they might have. He asked 
if I could build a website for them and I agreed, but they also needed a logo. 
After talking with the team, I came away with the idea of these two pieces 
for the logo. Now, I refer to this mark as the double boomerang as that first 
pops into mind. Overall, it was a good first effort.

SETH RICHARDSON
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RUBEN DAEMS IG: @rubendaems_  |  daemsruben.com

This is the oldest logo I could find on my YouTube channel. At the time, I 
was making YouTube banners for small channels and I wanted to make a 
logo for my personal channel. I started sketching until I came up with this 
concept that I decided on.
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LANDON COOPER IG: @landohhh  |  landonvcooper.com

This was the first ever logo that I created in college. I remember being so 
proud of it and I wasn’t concerned about how bad it really was. I loved 
the thrill of creating something better than I did the day before and that’s 
what drew me to graphic design. I’ve been humbled and lucky to continue 
creating logos ever since.
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JOSH GIBBONS IG: @joshuagibbons_  |  dribbble.com/joshuagibbons

This was my first ever client project which was created for a gamer, as I 
originally started in the eSports community. Unfortunately, I don’t believe 
he did anything with the logo or had any type of personal brand, but it’s 
still on his Twitter, which is quite cool.

I remember the budget was £20 and I was so excited that I worked on it 
as if it was a £2,000 budget! I wanted to prove my value, so I drew concepts 
all day and gave him lots of options. Overall, I really enjoyed it and it was a 
great project to start off my designing brand identities. 
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IG: @jelly_fishie  |  dribbble.com/jelly-fishie

One of my first identity projects was designing for a small finance company 
named Hellio. They wanted a logo that had multiple elements working 
together to form a larger entity. I suggested a pomegranate, which has many 
small but succulent parts that make up the large and bountiful fruits. This 
visual element brought their business to life.

NINO MAMALADZE
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IG: @abrate_alessio  |  dribbble.com/aleabrate

My first logo was commissioned by a friend of my mother’s who opened 
a beauty salon called Consorzio Benessere in 2013. The purpose was to 
contain in a single shape and the monogram ‘CB’ in minuscule and the 
typical hairdresser scissors as requested by the client. I had to draw a very 
large number of sketches to get the final version and I have to admit that it 
was a very difficult job for me.

ALESSIO ABRATE
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IG: @howaboutorange  |  jessicajonesdesign.com

This stunning beauty was created for a school project back in 1998. The 
assignment was to mock up packaging for a product of our choice which 
was to be sold by a fictional manufacturer. I opted for a boxed set of votive 
candles. They were individually wrapped with illustrated labels and 
placed in a handmade box. The logo, proudly created with my fledgling 
Illustrator skills, appeared somewhere on the box. The box disappeared 
long ago, but I found the logo printed out and pasted in my first portfolio. I 
must have liked it.

JESSICA JONES
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IG: @rich.hinds  |  studiohinds.com

I created this logo when I was studying product design and my brother 
asked me to make a logo for his investment firm. I did a bit of research, 
found a free animal vector pack and I was up and racing.

RICH HINDS

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/rich.hinds/
http://studiohinds.com/


logoinspirations.co

118 | My First Logo @logoinspirations

IG: @_audreyelise  |  audrey.is

My first logo was for a personal blog back in high school called Eye Paint. 
Grunge and collage layouts were really big back then, so this logo was 
layered on top of a collage design.

AUDREY ELISE
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IG: @martinacavalieri_  |  behance.net/martinacavalieri

I created this logo for a friend who is a guitarist and plays acoustic and 
jazz. To represent his style, I decided to design something smooth, like a 
calligraphic logo. Since calligraphic logos can be unclear about the product 
they represent, I decided to highlight the fact that it was for a musician by 
including a stylised turntable. The colour was chosen to match his guitar, a 
Vintage V6M24, that he had recently bought. Today, he’s still playing music 
around London.

MARTINA CAVALIERI

https://www.instagram.com/logoinspirations/
https://www.instagram.com/martinacavalieri_/
https://www.behance.net/martinacavalieri


logoinspirations.co

120 | My First Logo @logoinspirations

MELISSA YEAGER IG: @melissayeags  |  melissayeager.com

Back in 2010, I was a senior graphic design student at Penn State University. 
One of the university’s most important legacies is THON, which is the largest 
student-run philanthropy service in the world, best known for its annual 
46-hour dance marathon which raises money and awareness for children 
and families impacted by pediatric cancer. Every year, each senior design 
student creates a logo and one is chosen to be the face of THON.

The 2011 theme was ‘together without limits’ and this was what I 
submitted after countless critiques and iterations. This was the first time I 
really understood the impact a logo could have. It was an honour to be the 
face of such an amazing cause and printed on all kinds of merchandise. It 
was the first time I had any inkling that I might have an affinity for logo 
design and that maybe I could do it for a living one day.
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LAUREN GRIFFIN IG: @typogriff  |  typogriff.com

This flatbottom logo was my foray into both logo design and lettering. 
Looking back on this, there’s so much that I’d change, but I’m still proud 
of the design.
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IG: @jordandudeman  |  jordancoon.com

My first logo was for a punk band I was in during high school. It was the 
first logo I did that was actually used for something. It’s funny looking 
back at this badge. I would approach this very differently now, but the 
spirit was there.

JORDAN COON
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GEOFF HARKINS IG: @geoffharkins  |  geoffharkins.com

I created this logo for a Design Crowd submission where you bid to do work 
for free in the hope that your design will be chosen. It was my first attempt 
and it was accepted with only one revision. Since then, I’ve learned plenty 
about the horrors of working for free and I don’t plan on doing it again in 
the future. When I look back on it, I think it could definitely be worse.
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SHANE HARRIS IG: @shaneharris |  shaneharris.me

During university, I took a course in brand development and we were tasked 
with creating a complete rebrand for a product. With my little knowledge 
of branding, I pursued a redesign for my favorite eclectic soda brand, Jones 
Soda Co. While it was a fun exercise, it would be my first and last logo to 
incorporate grunge design.
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IG: @doubleacreative  |  gardnerdesign.com

The company was Loud Egg Multimedia. I designed the logo after finding 
them online. I loved the name and so I created this logo for fun. After that I 
contacted the company to find out if they were interested in using it. They 
kindly said, ‘No, Thank you’.

ADAM ANDERSON
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I’d like to personally thank the 
LogoInspirations community.

Stay tuned for future updates to the book.

To those who don’t think they’re good enough, 
I hope this encourages you to keep designing.
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